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Jor tus fourth tine this year
Walter haa laft 0o te write the
eéditcrial., Not thrt I'va ~etunlly
written cne yet, out ii'sg tho fourth
ting I've bear laf* t» do it. He
snys it ghould be left widl deed-
ling is actuelly upan ua ond then
I should git dovnr ond just write
abcut the first thing th:t conea
into =y head,

That's all very wxell for hir,
but the first thing thnt ocones into

: th nd 1law of therno-
MCAU LAY gnlal::?‘:afa Ofecg:;.;e, fo‘; 2.1_1 3
| kncw Hyphan renders cll over Brit-

ain and the States oy bo soying
tc thasulves, "I wish Hyzhen would
} dc ¢tn editcrial chout the socond
lnw of themodynonics. It's cortainly beem neaded for & lomg timo," Perhens hordos
of paople have their pens pciscd te arguc about entropy and vhoether it roclly in-
€ro2sus. Ivcn atan ey have werked cut dozoms cf 1ittlo sketches shotdng: Comot
cycles and perfectly ravcrgible engines in ccticn.

_ agvay, dy should the scecnd law of thermmodymanica be the thing thet coues first
into oy oind ? why can't I be like everyone elsc and think of thce first 1w of
thorrodynanics first ? I thera a strong-willed perverted -ind crong tho itohan
recdership thot i1s influaneing ce ty temns of telcpathy (r2ce Kingsley inig) te
Uu.m about the seccnd law of thermodynariecs ? Or do eny of the rest of you cut
there have the scme trouble ? Bear in mind that wve must coorly with the postal
ejulations if you send us any letters of cament tslling us whot'!s the firet thing
thnt you tlonk of, we certainly wcn't rrint anything froa anyone vt ia ec far cut
that he thinka firat of tne third law of themcdynaiies. Je're all for brocd—ind-
edness and all that jacz but that would be foing ~ Wt too far, According to George

Charters, who should kmovw,, «ven the "News Of The world” would drew the lino ot that
soxrt of gtuff,

o, I won't write an editoricl nbout the secand lav: of thermadynrnies, It leaves
ne oold,

Irish fandon recently hed a visit fren 4duerif:n, Rog Ebert., fe hod c couple of
g00a pettogothers end cven drigaed out the Ghosdwinton brts for o ferw moid sTres.
tog is a trufen and —2 all hore he enn cone and visit ug agein socn,

So ands oy Firat kuitorial. Phew! !

Publishgd by @alt #1lis and Ien Uesuley nt 17C Upper N'ards Ad,, Balfrat 4y Noelre-
lind, rIncouraged by kndeleine willis, Sadic Shuw & Jrmes and Pegry white, Undet-
erred by George Chartors. art Editor arthur Thomsen, 17 Brockh~ Hcuge, Brodthme
Irive, London Sw2. issccints Editor Beb Shaw, 26 Beechgrove Gerdens, Balfngt 6,
Co—foundor Chuck Barris (Congrmtulaticns Chuck mnd Sua). Duplicnting ngaistonce
Troc Hog Ebert, Eaterial help ty Jomm Berry. 1/- or 15¢ per copy. 7 for #1.00

an A 2fter your nanc indicates the exiry of your suk,
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PART T

LAST ISSUS Idealt briefly with mv rathe- huszdzun carly life -- feeding swans,
tcenage gang warfare, ballroon dancing, ccrmando trdining, lardszape painting
and science fiction fandom -- and endad with re ccliing my vary first story to
Chod Ole Ted Carnell, IMavhe I cpoeared a bit blace abewt that first acceptance,
but I didn't mean to. Ay vile pro kncws thet indescribabie feeling of jov and
pride -- and kincda hv=il!ty, n-tch -- an-d that sort of revarront feeling you got
vhen your head 1i%ts proudly, ycur cheet sii2lls and you remarx quietly "Yo-2-
c—e-hoo-o0-c!" Vhen the second ctory is also acccgted the effect is only sligntly
less intense, and th2 thixd iz & . &

1 opencd the le%te= 2t teatime cn 2(dh February 1653 and the lcitos hed en
Americzn stamp and begaa by warnlng me cbeut all sorts of lezal conpli=ctions,
mentioned hitherto unknown authers and rotary p:blics, witnassed afildavils and
s0 on, which had mo soraly perplocel. But the punch lipe at the boctom of th2
para explaired evervining, it sald 'I lized ycur stor; sud plan to take i at
our usual rate of 3¢ a word. or 205 for “i.e canuscript, sign2d Josn W, Cemp-
beBlS et & 2

After a ritual "YZIZEHDO-0-O" I honped on my bike and scorched rebder for
Walt's house curing *he cdd m-ments whan the bike wss in ccntact vrith the road.
It wasn't that I was goiny fact, veu undarstend, it wes just that I was practic-
ally fioating vdtn joy ond the Mke, boing coseiy atlzched to r7self, had to
flca:, too. Whea I got to 170, Walier said “Heoo-poyi" ond Madeielne said "hea-
g-ge!" It occucc to me now that in these cays our c¢izalogue was a trifle on the
cryptic side.

There followed a mad scarch th-ough the dark, web si=iets of Belfast for the
private residenc2 of a Kctary Public. 1 don't rerember just why we, or 1, wag
so impatient, but it scemed vitally inportzat that we roused a tlotary Nublic
from his fi-eside or bcz %0 witnesa Gy S9am -- nmaybe wo ware afreid of ASP colng
broke or an atoric war ctartine. Eut even thouch wae rade our bicycles inta tha
ground and weze red-eyed frem squinting at unlighted brass plates all we tumned
up was three Commissicners; for Oaths. Adout eleven-thirly we went back to 170
v..ere Madelaine had supper wciting -- sae dicdn't have a bike cf her own, e
couldn't help in the search -- and I gave the ten-and-sixpence -- pardon ma, “G5o
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haif=guineca 1°'d borrowud ~- back to Waite:r and wert nomz,

Next morning, remembering to bring my om half.quinea, I located a sure-cn-
ough Notary Public. Hc was a tall, aged incredibly tain gentleman vho loolked
like a lawyer straight out of Charles Dickens -- he was wearing gold-rimmed cla-
sses, exuded kindliness like those people frem highly-zdvanced civillsations,
and was slightly deaf. After proving to him that Iwae me, not as cacsy a job as
you might think, he gave me a lectuse on economics and the adverse trading bal-
ance between the Sterling and Dollar curroncy arcas, Hn ended by shaking hands
gravely and stating that it was dolla=.earners such as nyself that would enable
Britain to survive this ghastly post-vas chacs.

The nec:t Convention I went to as a real
live bonest-to--goudness vile pro -- hadn't
I sold to Compltell, after 211? Such fom-
ous people as H. Ken Eulmer, Ted Cemell,
williem F.Torzle (vho affects a great hat-
red of me because cf - basic disaoreement
over E.E.Sriith or maybe it wcs that bus-
fness with the w~tor-uistol), John Wynd-
ham and Arthur C.Clarke. ihey all vel -
comad me warrly, cut ime dircdiately e% oy
case and ciscour-ed brilliantiy togethe-
and vwith m2 as thelr friernd and cqual.
Durino previous conventiocas, wnen I hadn't
becn eaybody. they had all cdone exactly
the same thing, vhich proves s-m2thling
abeu= them, I thinl,

. l'“' _"
N,

o

S,
RO S
R e

el

s >

%7 LA
=T -

3ut just tefore this soTiicular e2n-

venclon I hac spent five doi s, and nights,
in Parls looking & ra:zoums &nd monuments
oy (VMich all hed 'Pidoewss To lioma) ' pzi-zted
on them), secing the Bal! Tabarin (whora they didn't have anyining oa them) and
£111ing my water-pistol in the river so that whea I souisted Chiech later Boo
Shaw could make his wringing in the Seina pun. I ~lso creetcd zsmovhat ¢f a
furore in Victoria station on my rcturn, while boing wet by ‘altes and Ving,
by embracing Vinﬂ and kissing him on both cheeks in tha ma~r2: cf De Gauwilo dec-
orating a freedom fighter with the Croix de Cuerre, They should hive Lo-~ii- ov
my navy shirt, black beret znd vhite canvas shoes that I was uncer “he Galli:
influence rather than being a Sturgeon-type charzcicr misplaced in Time,

It was during this convention also that I w~s creditod with intrcéi-i g tha
water-firing zap—qun to ~onventi-ns and Britieh fandem in cen2ral, zn chiieve-
ment which has taken fiv2 years to live dovn, '

During the fifty-one weak pericd of onticiimax between ccaventicns I uwste
some more stories. The first four sold and tha fifth one bounced., It wi: a
delightfully wacky fantasy in the "Unknown" t=-aditicn called "A Shade Tech-ic-
al" and Horrible Ole Ted Camell said it was too yntechnical and suggested
where I might place it (with Gold for "Beyonc" actually, but it bounced fro-
thera, too), Again I hopped on my bike and headed fo- 170, Horrible Cle Toc'e
letter gritted between my teeth -- I couldn't rida a biie with one hand at tict
early age -- in a seriously disturbed state of mind, Fellcw professionals ...l
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xnow and sympathise with my feelings then. This was my first rejection, my
whole world was shattercd ashes about my feet -- sheecr writing, that, what? --
and 1 wanted to spit and rend and tear somebody. I felt that either I must End
It All or become a raging maniac liable to batter insensible the first person
or persons I mat., Fortunately for posterity I chose the latter course and play-
cd seven games of Ghoodminton, beating Bob Shaw in singles for the first and
only time in my life.

Story number six.-- entitled 'Suicide Missicn' strangely enough -- was acc-
epted, with egoboo, 'by Good Ole Ted, but for a long time after this I didn't
hear from him. Unknown to me Nova's fate was in the balance, all sorts of dram-
atic but hush-hush .things were going on, whic¢h culminated in the London fans and
fannish professionals floating a company to publish New Worlds themselves., This
kept the mag going, but only just. Printing and distribution difficulties con-
stantly threatened to send it under again, and fannish rumour from raasonably
reliable sources had it that Nova was a dead duck.

while I was still writing under this misapprchension and trying to slant my
stories towards the US markets, anothcr con rolled around, This was the one
which Miss Beatrice May Mahaffey, the whistle-worthy editress of "Other Worlds",
prepared for by touring Ireland with the Willis's and me, This tour was report-
ed fully in Hyphen No.4 as the Beacon Report, and solely for the purpose of plug-
cinn last month's Digit pocketbook entitled "The Secret Visitors" I can say,
ouite truthfully, that the idea for this story came during a stay in a very pec-
uliar hotel while we were on that trip, where a maid walked on me while I was
passing a note under a door, and so on. But to keep this on a prafessional,
cemmercial level, Walter had told Bea several tires (an hour) that I'd sold to
ASF, and Miss Mahaffey was being quite charmming towards me in her efforts to ex-
tract an ms of ASF quality for her own publication.

Maybe one of those thingummies on Easter Island could have remained unaffect -
ed by Bea Mahaffey's cham for six or seven days on end, but I began to feel
funny. I mean, well , . . you know . . . Eunny. It got so bad that Walter and
Madeleine, while wa were on the way to London on the train, began a serious dis-
cussicn as to the possibility of the engine—driver being able to marry people.
And during the Con there was a party -- I can't remember who gave it, only that
at one stage our hostess came into the kitchen, vhere Ken Slater, Irish Fandom
and the Epicentrics had fqrmed a splinter group, to tell us that she had receiv-
cd ccmplaints that there was no drinking going on in this< room -- in the course
of which I even became jealous.

Bea had been dancing with another vile pro called Bryan terry -- who seems
to have dropped out of sight these days -- in their stocking feet. This display
of decadence did not shock me unduly, I'd been to Paris, after all, but I felt
that I could dance botter than Berry could and had a bronze madal to prove it.
The only thing was that I was travelling light =nd ny cnly palr of socks had a
hole in the right, or maybe it was the left, toe, I had to sit and watch then,
eaten up with helpless anger, jealousy and frustration. Of coursa there were
some neutral (and somewhat sozzled).observers of this incident vho claimed tnat
Bryan Berry was dancing in his bare feet, and my astigmatiem being what it is 1
wouldn't like to argue, However, I left that party a greatly changed manj hard-
ened, a little more cynical, older somehcw. I had to accept the fact that this
or1r] was not for me. But it hurtg the first time you lose a girl to another
ran, cven one with green and red striped feet.



The next story I did I submitted to
Bea Mahaffey, and it bounced. It went on
bouncing for five and a half years before
it was taken, .

~

Peter Hamilton, the editor of the new. . -- FRNA BTN

ly started "Nebula" had been pressing me = 7 5 1./%

for material at the con and I sent him  ;i; ;

two short stories. He bounced the first .. J i
|
)

+)

and enthused over the second, Peter Ham- .q5%
i1ton is a nice parson to speak to but
extremely one-sided as a correspondent

-~ I remember sending a story in Decem- : 'y
ber, writing. several times asking for a :l
report and then being told personally !
at a convention the following Whitsun i
that it was a areat story and he was 5
hoping to send me a cheque and a comp- o %
limentary copy of the mag in which it Xt

was printed next Tuesday week. However,

wnen Ted Camell saw my first Nebula-

~iblished story he wrote asking ma whuffo. I told him that I was sorry but
reliable London sources were noising it abroad that he was defunct, and that

I considered this a great pity after all the trouble he'd had. Ted repliad
saying defunct hell for two and a half pages, explaining exactly what was hap-
pening at Nova, stating that it was agents of Nebula or Authentic that were
spreading these slanders about, also promi sing that the two stories he was
holding of mine would be published as soon as possible -- and pald for before
that -- and would I consider writing something for him again. I sald yes and
started work on a story called "The Conspirators."

It was during the writing of this
NS5} story that. I met and began dating a girl
called Peggy Martin, I began to fecl
funny again . . ygu know . , and the dates
went from irregular to frequent. The fact
that her father shouted "Spaceship, Awa-
a~a-y , . " and referred to me as Dan
Dare every time I called for her didn't
. seem to matter greatly. She was nearly
as tall as myself, had medals for danc-
ing, too, and worked as receptionist in
. @ classy photographers. And intelligent
as well as good-looking -- when I began
slipping some science fiction into the
books I sometimes loaned her she was part-
icularly enthusiastic about "Scanners
Live in Vain." She has a slightly off-
™ beat sense of humour, too. Much later,
e };'umen wa were just a few days back from
‘e77°A, our honeymoon she whacked me in the face
with a string of raw pork sausages. This
doesn't hurt at all, but gives onec a pec-




uliar squishy sensation. She sald that she had always wanted to do that end
this seemed the right time.

But to struggle back into chronological orxder, I introduced Peggy Martin to
Irish Fandom, Chuch Harrls began sendinag lottors to Peggy detailing the things
I was supposed to have done in Paris which she really ought to ask me about be-
fore coming to any decision regarding me, and work on "The Conspirators" became
slightly delayed. I finished it a fow weaks before Easter of that year, the date
on which Peggy and 1 planned to get engaged, and minged it off to Good Ole Ted.
Three days later I was stricken with food polsoning, complicated -- but defin-
itely -- by my diabetes and brushed off to hospital (Iknow I should say whisked
off, but everybody says +hat ! on the verge of going into a coma, My condition
wasn't really serious, but just looked that way hecause of the equipment round
the bed. Peggy got in to sec me and hold my hand for a couple of hours and lat-
er two night nurses told meé wnat lovely white teeth 1'd got and asked whether
my eyas were brown or sort of greenish, About this time another nurse came in
to ask me how I was feeling. I told her 1 was having a smashing time. She said
there was somezbody phoning up sbout me and maybe in the ¢l rcumstances she'd bet-
ter just tell them I was doing as well as could be expected.

Next day at visiting time Peggy brought 3
me a letter from Ted. I got her to open
it and she read out in clear ringing tones °
the news that Good Ole Ted liked "The :
Conspirators", thought it the best thing .-
he'd read in years and was damed well il
going to break with tradition (Nova trad- =i
ition) and pay me a bonus of ten bob a mem 2,
thousand for it. And to heap egoboo on i it it
egoboo he wanted two hundred words of o Nt
biographical detail to print on the in-.
side front cover together with a good
quality studio portrait of myself, which
he wanted by returmn of post . . - -

I instructed Peggy, who had been there--
upon co-opted as my acting, unpaid gecret-
ary, to reply to Mr.Camell describing my ;
current plight ,-- forced to lie motion- . °=
less in bed with onc amm freezing due to =
the saline drip apparatus and the other “ -
eo enfeebled that I could just barely ..
manage to hold up the current Astounding, PR S age o ot 11
and add that 1 didn't have any good studio portraits of myself, only snaps show-
ing me squirting Bob Shaw with a water-pistol, I also said that with luck 1'd
be out of hospital in a week.

Hﬂhal

Teod's next letter went direct to Peagy, saying that he was sorTy about me but
he needed a photo urgently, and suggested that she explain his plight to the
hospital authorities. He said that if they couldn't spare an ambulance to take
me to a studio for a few minutes maybe someone could modify the X-ray equi pment:
to show my g!t_ﬁigs_ « o ®
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As that saidonic liitle lcugh two paics back implies, 1 was pg% out in a week.
Weird complications set $n, I I:new tiis otinmzxrily because every time a doctor
went past my bed his forchead develoned = 1i“tle verticzl ercase -- that's a
pad sign, you know -- anc s2cordarily hecausc I vas having tham. - The trouble
seemed to be the new, one-injoction-pn.-day type of insulin they were trying
to restabilice me on. Scmitimes I vould feel half—~dcad and too tired even to
re-re-read Ted Camell's letter and ct otherz I ¢ fecl like charging about the
ward jumping from bed to bed, Qutrc a iew doctors from the other end of the
hospital were called in and made voitically creaced foreheads a: me -- 1 would
have suggested sending for Di, Conway only I hadn't thought of him yot -- for
nearly a week before the grect iight downec.

Sometimas I would go dovn the ward +o0 mect he rurse who brought the pills
round, to save her the trip, It seemed the=e was enother Mr. Wiite in the ward
#nd it appeared thct occacionally I got the wrong madication., This other Mr.
White had recently undergone 2n opz-atfon and was cighty-two years old so that
the doctors vere intcnt on building up his strength cnd vitality as quickly as
possible. One thing I did icesn from this incidant wos the name of the pills
I'm going to ask m doctor for when I'm eighty-tvo . , .

Two days before Bastcr I co® out and had my photo takan. Pegqy's boss went
t> considerable trcuhle with lights and cazcra cnglas and out of focus effects
in order to male me pgi lock 1ikc a rccent inmite of Bolesr. The picture va-
published on the irzide fron: cev-r of N9V BIRLIS, ang eight years lzte~ Ted
is still using t*e came one., T'CQ 17ka to +a%e this opco~tunity, hovravers, to
say that it is even now not z true lilteness. I look much yaungoar than that.

AW | SMD WAS TURT | THOUGAT ME'D PRowuczo §
THINKING FEAN2INE,.."
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Tho avorage person thinks of Now Yo-'-!g
Greamwich Villngoe - if he thinks about it
at £11, which I somotines wonder fout;
but then I sometimes wonder if tho average
person thinks, which is probably just as

R _ gormane at this point; amgyrny, whero were

(we 11 jmow vho he is.) we? Oh yos - The nverag?peraon thinks
of Greonwich Villago as ono of thnse Boh-
emian Areas filled with looss women, voct-
niks ard jczz,

This shows you what sort the cvarage person is,

The avercge Villagar (all wo residents of Groomrich Vilinge prefor to cnll
it the Villago; I'm nmot quite suro why, oxcopt that I find short i1rordc cre botk
otsior to pronounco and to type, but this probably isn!'t truo of cll Villagers.
meny of whom cen't type, and some of whom I find impossible to understend” )
thinks of the Villnge as an aroa entirely too greatly populated by tha rolico

and the Moneyed Few - who are growing less fower - who are now finding tho Vill-
ago Fechionable,

Tho average motorist thinks of tho Villago s that pert of Menhotten whoro

tho streots loso all semblrnce of sanity, cnd those who oasscy cdvico era quick-
ly roduced to gibberish,

Nono of which has much to do with fandom in tho Village. The primcry rocs-

on for this is that thoro isn't much of fendom in tho Villrge. But thet isn't
my faultc

The first of the modern-doy fens to live in tho Villngo I guoss aro toso who
callod thomselvos Fonerchists, and lntor Futuricns. Mostly thoy live(d) in

* I find it impossiblo to understend thoir spocch, thoir behnviour, their
kicks, and their roactions whon busted by the fuzz. 9
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Eest Village, which is to say eround and east of the Bowary. Rents still run
cheap there, but not for long now. The Village is noving east, &nd no covd:
rents vill rise epportionately. e

But Bill Domaho moved out to Berkele:-, and the Munnery is no more. As to
the rest of active fandom, well, I don't think of Dave Mason as an active fan
any more.

de live in West Village, which ig nornclly Land of the High Rents. Our apari-
ment ig not a MHigh Rent apartment. And I must scy that this is pretty obvious
to most vigitors,

I am deeply concerned with this talk about Loose Womon in the Village. It ig
true thet we hnve beatniks - I see them stragzling out of the downtorm sutney
entrances every evening - and it is also true thet there are & number of jazz
joints in the area {some of which even pay the musicians scele), but thore is
an unfortumte scircity of Loose Women. Who live in the Village I mesn, Thore
cre lots in Brooklyn.

Why, the only girl I know wio hns ever tcken her swecter off in froni of me
is my wife. That doesn't geem quite fecir,

If truth be told, the Village is populated mostly by first and secord percn-
ction Italians, ¢ few Puerto-R4cens, and ¢ lot of weclthy Mndison Averue %ypes,

Every time he used to be in New York for any length of tine on a buaincss
trip, Boyd Raeburn would visit us for cn evening. (lle probobly won't any more.
Kot bacnnag Itm exposing his foibles here, tut beccuso his heed offico hrs baen
moved to somewhers glgg, eversherp ie trying to undermine the pinnines of fan-

dom.) One spring evening almost a year £go, ho cccompenied us-on o short yval'e-
iny tour of the Village. io cterted out with the Paperback CGallcrv, wiich onc
bonsted evory paperback in prin%, but hed to crep out when the paporbacic tocz
hit, We picked up another copy of HEY B.C. there. (That was the embryoric Bar-

inning of comic book fandom, It aborted.)

Then we startedwandering. We wsnrdered pest Washington Square, which ias whern
ell the folkniks go to sing Sunday afternoons, and whero all the houscwives
wheel their bahycarrieges tho rost of tho woek, Wo wandered past a Good Brmour
¥an, vho vas in vile humour as usual. And wo wanderod down MoncDougal Strest,
vhich is onn of the main strects of the Coffechousc-and-Beat Pootry part of tho
Village. I was telling Boyd about all of taig,

"ost of theee places are tourigt trapz," I snide "Coffoe im 70€ tho thirble..
ful, Thay hnva ne clectricity ——that's celled A*nosphero -~ and the poetry is
usually rocited hy pimply-faced youths mourning over their lost loves who wore
like rivers of passion, And all like that.”

"A few places are different, though, For instanco, here is the !'Cericature:.
I doesn't look 1like much. but I em wvilling to bot thore is at lenst one fan
in there."

We went in, At the first table the=o voro Dave Pollard, Ken Boale and Dave
McDonr1d,

We turned on our heels and went oute MIsco whet you moan," wus Boyd's only
commeont,

—— e e E——— —
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1 suppose this is because the Village
does have a sort of atmosphere (high
rentas and carbon monoxide) to it. It is
a sort of farmish place. Stores stay
open till midnight aa a rule, and some-
times don't even open till evening.
Those are pretty fannish hours.

Then, there ara lots of bockshops,
racord shops and art thentres. They all
attract fens.

Lika, one evening Bill Meyers, Sylvia
end I were stending on Eipght St., window-
shopping, after seeing a movie. Someone
tapped me on the shoulder. It was Peto
&‘umme

At verious other times I hove tripped
across Tom Condit (who wes lying in the
fountein in Weshington Square), bumped
into Tom Condit (who was hurrying out of
S the very subwey entrcnce I wes hurrying
into. )I lost my trnin.), end encountered Tom Condit on the stroat (I helped
hin up).

Once in ¢ whilo I meet other fans. I've met Andy Reiss in tho Village. Of
coursc, ha wes coming to sec me at tho time, I've clso mot othar fens.

Like, for instence, Harlan Ellimon, when he came back to New York last sum-
mer. His was c special case. Ho ended up steying with us until he could find
e place. I used totbke him eround with me £s I visited my editors. Somehou,
strengely, a piece by Herlan would ususlly appear in place of ¢ piece by me in
the next issues of the respective mogr- : SN
zines. (Thct's not being feir to Herlen, —°
of course. He took me cround to moet -
his editors, too. But so far I hcven't
sold any novels to Ace, Gold Medrl, or
any of thom....)

Herlan moved into the swenk 95 Christ-
opher just three doors up the stroot,
(No uso writing him there, though; ho's
since moved beck to Chicogo.) Herlen
wves mcda for the Village and vico~verse.
In fact, ho insisted on finding a pleco
hera., Within ¢ short time, ho ws o
fixture., All the shopkoopers on Christ-
opher knew him (Me, I'd been here over
a yoar; no one knew me), the local sports
car mechanic took him for an expensivo

—— s eme e e e S D am e T e e e em — = e o —

*I did not give him & handout. At = e
loast not then., later I wrote a nasty : S = e 5
expose article for his FAPAzine, LIGHT- =1 -

HOUSE. * I needed tho activity credit.
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ride, and he was playing akittles at the Paporback Gallery.

The Gallery has a littlo table-top skittles gamo (vhich I'm pot going to ox-
plain hero—-it works with tops end ping which you try to knock over end--no, I
won't exploin it), which immedintely ca'ight Harlan's eyo. Soon wo were pleying
championehip gnmos to an audience of over thirty paopla (most of whon wore weit-
ing for the bus, es it turncd out).

Harlan also sold articles to THE VILiAGE VOICE, tho. famous wvockly which first
uged Jules Feiffer's cartoons. He tried to sell an article on Skittles, which
was really a write-up on Sylvia (the Villogo Witch, who could hex the gamo --
Harlan ig firmly convinced of this), mysclf (the strango man with the besrd),
Andy eiss (talonted young far-out eartoonist) and Harlan (c1l-round champion
at Skittles, to hear him toll it...). But it didn't sell. That so crushed
darlen that he pgot merried and roturned to Chicogo. But he bought a zkittles
grme to toke with him which ho now hes in his besement, I think he's training
for whon ho'll bo coming out of rctiromont. "I'm coming back to tho Village,
Todl" hae's fond of eaying,

Since Sopteombor, Bhob Stewart hrs been livinz hore too. le livos a block
oway, in a fifth-floor walkup. This cuts down tho numbor of times wo visit
oach othor somewhet...

45 & mattor of foct, the @llingtons used to live on tha fifth floor in thei
building. We livc on the fifth floor hero, too, but our cazoy lendlord numbere
ed tho floors differently, with a Ground Floor, First Floor, ctc,, so thot
through tho mirncle of modern seienco wo live on tho Fourth Floor.* I'n told
thot for some strange rezson fans seen to gravitato to the fifth floors: at ono
timo there was oven ¢ Fifth Floor Club,

I.suppose it just goas to show thet fens cro rctlly starbopotton, end cro
Just trying to find thoir own paths to'tho sters.

12 :



AN EXCURSION INTO THE STR=NGE HaLF-WORLD OF iak LcalLaY—SCIFTIA, RY
EDITOR, LOTOR CYCLIST, COLLECTOR, PSYCHIC ReSE.RCHER, SOT

Io his friends up here in the Bluck Horth Iun :wuluy has alirys been sonohat of
°n oigma, something like the ionz Lisa, In fect, vhen he gits back in en tmchair
vith hia rdn cont driped over hia heud (he throws his clothes on ccrciessly) and
e sotisfied look he wears ofter polishing off & home-midc :pple pie, the urge to
trv to put him down on cunvas becemes “Imost irresistidle. We might ovan hrve triod
it before this, tut for the faot thut nonc of us can box., 4 fovi fects ero krown
cbout his other 1ifc in Dublin: intriguing ficts smuch ag that hc lived in r~ hrunted
Gronga! I ruk you——: hiuntcd Gronge. Those of us 'ho tare forcod to cxo out prouzic
&xigtaices in suburben semis turn grecn vith vy st the very ido:. .nothor frocin-
ting glimpsc of hig Christophor Marlowi-like brokground veus rovenled to mo by a
camial mantion of the fact that the bamm in his fwourite pub, ‘moving I to be
‘N wincnt cxpert on lager, brings him n smnll smple gligs to ensuny that ihe brew
i: cxretly to his liking befor: he orders.

Thisg then wns no ordin:ry mort'd I hnd come to visit for the day. Hal it mnt
bosn for the fact that I too have sosdemic quilifieations (most poople don't realise
1 tock medecinefor three years) I might hwe felt o certain sanse of intdequiay, I
nemn, vhen o nin's opinion is so valued ty bamean that thoy bring Idn o strmle of
the loger than you are denling vith en wimoat god-like cronture, o nen chout toun,

& gpophigtiente....

The non-stop express to Dublin mide & smooth quide run, cnly stepring onez, and
I errived ot wiiens St, station ot 12.45 hwing rend holf o Blish book m thr oy
down, Imn mot me with hie ear and we #omed awry through the traffie sidle ho [
plained the progroome for the day. I vie inpressed, espocinlly uhm I lonomod that
the first onll of the evening wig poing to be thg Quzel Galley bour in Irno Stroct
—Im's fivourite pub—-the place where they bring hinm & smple of the lngoy, To
thivk I ws going to be thord to sec it! we went t Loomey's in Collcze Stroct for
lunch mnd Isn had the ususl Corlaberg with his salad, wiilse I hna Codrmcpn to got

“_-Ilh----—-—-“-———--—_~-———--~——h-----*h——-

*Profissor Smdford's Fuoous Herbl Liver ind Spleen
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Jiud D an fom for tee frec boezeeup ve would howe ofter our tiur cf the Guirmces
fmetory in the sftemocn.

"Tvo pints ceeh," Ian said, "-nc¢ then theru's beund tc bu lots of poople who
den't drink much ~né we vill probobly get theirs 2g wall."

"How sbcut the detcrgent? I asked.,
"‘&fat detorgent?”

"Well," I cxplained, “Sid Birchby cnec told nc that » fricnd of fda von:g in a
ploce wihidh nenuf-cturcs caiblc detergant ond Quinncss buys it by the ten., Sid's
fricnd says thot's vhat puts the head on Cuinness.”

A (Lt

Irn g patrictic2lly indignmt. “"Nonsonsc. #&'1l be through the vivlce plica,

You'll sac cverything, They wouldn't be ~ble to slip detergmt in, ovan i tagy
wmnted to,"

«@ drove to the Guinmcss foctory mz on the wyy Im showad nme the alNee thcre
hc bousht his firat accricon wstounding. Then hc parked his enr sith - couzlc of
gvift dire movinnts which 1eft it close to the curb in 2 spoec just sbout twe fuct
gronter then its own length, I wng iopressed, but I had cooc to ocet tidngs likc
tht from Ion—if bemmon bring you » gzple of the leger nothing is boyond your
copabilities.

«0 went into n stoutly built r.ecption hill whorc I gwe ny nome te ot onte one
of the conquctcd tours. Im didn't h-we to gve his nmme. The girl took onc look at
his cool, sophisticatcd, slightly ~mig.u LXprigoion 'nd resucetiully u-ved hin on,
I locidid thor the brrmen ot thc Quzel Galley ber h-d pIcbebly toll overyonc in the
trrde about him; it was quite likcly that the docrs of any brever; in Ircland vould
bc thrown opan at Im's apr:rodch, I besked in reflected glory.

The tour itself lasted over m heur, .. borad indivicunl in r 2oxk i fors lci ua
~fround in = straggling bunch, in rnu cut of dnrk buildings, up tnd fown oo act-l
stiirwcys, ovor ~nu wnder Iuge house~-size! veascls 06 of vhich werc M1l of Guin-
ness 'nc which eould be pecral inte thmough little portholes shich rovenlad biscuit-
coloured Lunar landsespos of froth silantly shifting in the dic mdmce of light
bulbs in their ro:fs, The ~ir was 1odeén v th earbon Jdioxide snd the gecll of hora
cad yoi?t. <€ deeilded thet it ws n rexfoct kloce for the final chage in -~ Jotecte
ive filr.,

The guide seescd tc )mew lis stuff »11 right, tut he weg sorcly in nccl of a now
SCript writir & -~rronge his ostarial, He made nc effort to pmoduce & smooth ccnn-
ceted flow of focty, but kept stying things like, "P'ias i whore oo gtorc ti grain;
%l chiomays of ti par-staticon are over one hundrod an gixth fut heiph', or, "Irigs
is ti fur brigede station, 21l ti men in t'ere are expcrts in firat 24d", Prectiom
clly the first thing he said so us wag, "'iss 4s ti vat heuscs vhere ti Cuimmess
is atcred,,..en....wo don‘t trke vieitors in t'erc becrusge. .. .ok, , . t'erals o 1ot
of rceonstructicn geing cn and....rho,,.it woulan'+t e safe " L gort AT Tuilty
lock pesscd over his feec and I glaned across the grour ot Ien. Hig gyos not minc
in 2 lock which orn only bo deseribed, by thnt overworkod phrase, s ono of wild
mumisc, wo both thought, ah—thot's where they ao 4t! The thought cccur-old to
no afferverds that ad.dng detcrgemt to becze would be & humrn foible f-r thich
there i3 no neme. Could it be sulomy? Scopistry? lathargy?

<t one ;oint the guide activatel & largu b:x which lit u; and trocted us te a
short filn showing what hppens when the youst is sduce te the liquid, it ws o
Tother grugsome epic md I diin't watdh 2]l of {te—-] nover did go in for thoge
couble X Wils anyvny, Yeest was the only subjeet which wwer crusod the guila'a



voies to diviate frem its tone of complete and uttcr boredom. Tac ider thot thia
v2s 2 living orgmiam had npparently certured his inaginetion et onc tinc cmd hc
2lurys referred to it s “the living yenst", 3lthough, in view of our cus;picions
2bout the detergent, "clcan living

yeast" nmignt have boen a better \_\\ ;
tem. uhan showing us A tray of e 2555
thg stuff, vhich just locked B <
like sonc kind of chopped and VA e iins
driod vegetation? hc nctuclly i

vhi;cd himgclf into a frenzy
of n;athy, almost indiffermea.
It vug anbarragsing ta wotch.

~fter sivty nimtes of

trudaing rreund we were tnkan
into the¢ San;lcas Room and forz-
“]lly served with & tiny tenkrra
of Quirmess epiccc. Iun ena I
knodzced curs back thirstily eand
sot impotiently waiting for tha
ncxt round. «¢ had cecidw to
ovil]l down the first four or
fivc scrvinga quidtly tc zot
rid of cur thirsts, anc thean
tzl our tice over tho ncext two
or throe, scvouring the flevcur,
bouquot cte.

—~ qunrter of nn hour 1later, when the rest of our party wre sttnding cround
smffling their fect nd roady to gn, it begm to dawm on I~n thrt thorc wes only
@ping to bg one scrving. .hen the emomity of it smk in, aassiatcd by the suido
throwing away the butt he had been juffing in 2 ccmer snd precticclly tolling us
to cloar off, Ian's suave ex-rvasion venished -nd vrg roeplocad oy & lock of Hanecock-
-likc indi mnation. Bia senac of the fitness of thinga vns cutragod, of coursc, tut
one would ~lmost h-wa got tke impressicn that he wns raging ot not gottins o frec
borze-up. Howover, I knew that it wag vworse for Ian then it would be for mogt puoor-
le. To a j;erson vhc wns uased to 2 beman bringing hir a sample of the loyor bofere
he ordered, thias sort -f trcatment s going n bit far

Ue 12ft the fuct:iry +-nd dr-vc out to Liatt Smith's at Stepnaidc wicre, ~fter o
ccuple of Cerlabirgs, Inn's cocpcsure ntumed -na we spant 2 plonent half hour
plamiing ™n sf atcry wc intond writing asocedsy. de went ¢n mana h~d ti &t Itn'a
hoiro——the hruntcd Grange— then slnyed one aidc of a :ert Sthl LP. Lt ~beut 6. 30
we vient for n arive in the lublin Lountaing md I sox Bryy fer the first tino aince
I mpint ny heneyme:n there siven years carlier. ve nrrived in Dublin =t 7.30 wdith
faur hours drinkdng tine loft before the puba elcoged. On the vy ints the Ouzcl
Grllgy bar I naontioned tc Inn that it wons a hig thrill tc mc to go in tath hin @and
soc the bmon bring the sam;le. — paticnt amile flitted acrvsa his coumtanrmec.

"No, no, old boy, Yeu den't quite wuderstond. ahat hipg.ens is thot I g0 in, ndk
up to the bar cnd sgy 'Good evening, Henry. How's the loger tonigit?' Than ho says,
"ot brd, sir,' then I say, 'I think perhniis I should toste it bofore exicring,!
rnd he says, "“Ccrtainly, sir'. Thon he brings mu somc in = tiny tonkord, I toste it,
nod——roroviding it's all right, of courss—:nd he drawa me 2 full glosa."

*Profeasor Smndford's romcus Herbal Liver and Spleen Rejuvanttor
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I nodded mnmbly—-1i hadn': properly gppreciatec the nicaties, tue little forr-
clities steming fron yeers of tradition, the sort of thing only 2 cogxciolitan
like Ian would really understana.

¥e sat on stools ot tha counter in m almost enpty bar ani the bamn coprcach-
ed. He wos 2 blue-chinned, rather surly type—rot quite the way I hrd picturod
Ion's bamman, and even Ian seancd to have leat 2 little of hia caromre cn ac-ing
hin freo to face. Hit he carricd on vith the touching little tredition,

"Good evening," he ecid, "How's the lager, to—."
"Watchasay?"

The bomen stared ot us coldly—he didn't geaa to ba with it.
"I said, 'How's the lagar?'

The bormn locked mildly surrisea. "Sallright, I sy, oge."

"all right, is it?" Imn said: he shot = g91° shtly vorried ¢lones ot 2o to ace if
I wom otill w-tching.

"Thnss right."

Qudaanly, to oy horror, the eool suve menulty goumed to erumbla Swoy. A shrgt-
1y axile, tnc scrt that Pluto in the Dianey strips puta on sha trmying te curry
frvour with sorocon:c who has just kdcked him, aprend over his foece ~né ho snid in
. nl2intive swheaaling voice, "Could I try a weg rdraa?"

Tho barman was not ooved. "I'll scll you a glaass if you wAnt it." he ~nswored
coldly, and wint on wining tumblers fg thouph v dide't cxdot.

"4l right then," Im crcaked misermhly. "Two glessug of leger." Ag on ofter
thought, tc try and regnin prastige in my eyes, he ctlled out, "Prmvida it's in
good condition.” But I don't think the rm heerd hio—1luecxily I h~d the vhola
indd dent nenoxised.

It tumcd out afterwrds ns vwa toured Iublin's best pubs, ihet this hed boan an
unfomlier barcen, but Ien had vnlinntly tried tu bring off the mwutine for Iy
banefit. we finished at 11.30 in a place celled The Silver Tassie, than tock six
hottlns back tc the hmumtcd Grangs wherc wo dxank ~ome mors and ploved roeords
tal1l the wee hours.

411 in a1l it was a great trp, but I'a leckdng formrl to the next onc oven
@oro. Iae is friendly with a director or semethine in a Lrovery an! cvery tinmo
Im goeca there this nan irmediately brings out & c¢ngn of lager cnd & glosa tnd
sets Im down in = private room with it....

CONTRIBUTE TO TAFFR

No contritution, however g-eat, will be refusad oy

Eric Bentcliffe Jon Ford,

47 a4lldis St., Box 19-T, RR 2,
Crect Moor, Yexds Comer Rord,
Stockport, Cheghire ioveland, Ohio



If oy necory serves 18 right
(and unkind people cight sy
it does) ~11 these follving
lotter secticn ntencils were
cut lagt June -bile I v&a an
holidey in County Doneztl.
Thcre on 2 clecxr doy you ore
mpposed to be 2ble to see
for in the Woat the logmidary
Lend of the Ever Young, 1y
Breusil (after vnich Zrozil
vag nimed: thet country 21so
hed o Fresident onlled O'Hig-
gins. In shat other foizine
can yeu read ach gloriously
uacless inforration?) In toot
Celtic tvilight I a™w cnother
crinere, o July Byphen, but
beek in the aop of Bolftst
it vanished into thid: ~imy
1loaving ne it sene drtcod
reforcnces. Cmde Booris is
now rarried, for instcnoe, ond
living bepily cvexr ofter.
ASF hrs publichaed sono prasible
storica (ut nonc re sood 2a
Jemes ‘White's RANTASTIC sor-
{a1 SECOND =NDING, objoctive-
rococended cs the best af of
tha year). and sonc recont
lctters hwe nct bean quoted.
Mt feor not, thqy vdll bo.
Ro lctter to Byphan hes ovar
bean congigned tc oblivioen
zcraly boctuse it missed o detdline. Here te prove it is ocne dated 16th irrch 1953.

Jobn Gutigrideg, 61 Havkins Rd., Shercvo Wy Set, Susuex =+= Re Bypha: iids vwe

thg werld's worac
frazine. It woa purc 'ma utter erud. It wes mcrenie, vile, tripe, illegiole, irritot-
ing, ncusccting low gride pEly COpY....1f Slat ia rotlly ecming out morc froqunt—
ly it'll be vcrth the subseription, aa long na you keivp out the erud you stud: 1n
Eyphen, #énd then ycu tell ne Hyphan is cnly for stuff of a atrictly fonnish appocd.
fo my woy of thinking, 'fanmmish' ioplies nationvids, or <ven wcrldidide, @nd doosn't
ggnﬁx(:o tc)) the o-unds of th: Lendon Circle, Belfast Tricngle cad tho dncrietn

occ (mm).

Tarnk you ond gocduye, John Gutteridge, if #iis ever finds its wey to you. I've
fin~1ly rrintel this letter, which hns bean lurking in 2 ccmer of the T™=n ctiic
for thc past eight yearn, becsuse Tine's hesling Lond bas finelly dried iy teoors.
and it helzed thet the issuc in questiom, Hyyhan No.3, recantly fotched tan tizea
ita cover price ut o los ingelca SFS mictien.

Welter Breem, 1205 Perelsé ave., Berkelqy, Cnlif. ¢scrry, no corflu.}
Boyd ARcbum, 89 Mrarme uve., willcwdale, Ontaric
Pead Boggs, 2209 Highlend Plecc NE, iinneapclis 21, Linn.
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atori.es

ethel Lindsay, Courrge Hcuse, 6 Longley —ve., Surbit-n ' N
betty hujews, 2019 Carcline St., Scuth Bend 14, Im_ma\\ \\
Bb Fernhen, 506 2nd iave., Daltcn, Gecrmda e
Rodger Sdédmore, University of Nebrmmska, Linerln % \‘&\

alon Indd, 77 Stendstead Rd., Bodaesdsn, Horts, a+= 1 uete }

e little acmething in tne ndureaeing whiecn 1o k:s‘AEQ J-'J sy,
like "Sir" Llem Dodd =n it. Sir? @, Sener.) iI'o anly Jdirg "’
vhon I vant brcmres fro acerica. reter Skeberdis found 3
thot “hen ycu sent for frae brochures frop Lmericn ocmpames
from hore yru nwer get thas because they didn't lila: t: aond thian
cvarsets amchow. & he tock te filling cut coupens in ry nome with the predix E
"Sir'. Ever since then Floride 1and sharks hive bown scnding ac plona of thdr
letost crmjects for sale. I've even baen offered a Moride Xey of ry oa.

T

lair-‘lf

Sid dirchty, 1 Gliucoater ave., Lovenshulme, linnchcator 13=+«
I'11 be inturestod to soe whot sort of ~rtiecles
tn sf y-u gct in =¢s:nec th your apneal in E26. Lrc there
encugh grod £ writcrs sho enre abrut af rovieuving to anke
it wrth your while tc 3p-®1? 1 ask f~y information, n-t in
s"rotan, beotuss I don't really know. On the onc hond, fmz
like Speerev o= Dreac tuest, tut cn tha othor tha 9%« of
fender who, e they sny, hoxdly orther te rend tho stuff now-
2days, let zlcne review it...shat, 3f it onps = tho quest-
ion, ia tho 9% Zncrested in? Jazz is cld ke, judodng Wy
the dwindling mcber cf jazz articlcs in fhn, Tanc-soe rding is still rt o8 popul-
ar cg it might e, It hes nover quitc knittod inty tho fn nish straecture cxcost cs
a tocl. How pany articles d- ycu ses on tape-recording? and...or,...how oory anthe
guntlc ort of knitting t- 1a? -
I aipjcoe cnce & fon lcsus his sense of wonder ne's loat the only thing tho
singlca hio cut from the :cagonts, and cen then only remdle tround liccang cvor
tho loss cf his kreci-ug, like Go - fus cr whntcever his nme w3 13 Tellde's Ring
Scse. Or vouldn't you 2grev with thet? ferhagy I eculd put it caotier xyy, Veuld
you not corco that nony fens ore rinding less end lest enjcy=ant 3n reeding sf, end
thot they cnly atay vdth it for old timcs' saka. This ecbivelemec drca iso t2 on
impulsc to lesh cut ot af's shortanings rith pot wholly reapsmabls violorce? Thay
hntc it yet they can't giveit wp,

T MAKES YOU TTRINIT \
cvYes, tut I dan't think it'as because & r::eo,..e i~ -;YH‘_ AV

wa'va lost our semse of wonder, it's HAS B GRUDGE RGPINST, e, 5

becausc af hes. 'the only vwender you 22N Mou” =K }

can facl about post modem cagdzine 67—" A

af i3 how it over got publisned...
like the latest Cliften serizl in LST.
wnich mnde me at lenst break & 25-year
old loyalty. One can no longer read
stuff like thot cven to eriticige it:
it ig, litarmlly, bencatk contexpt.
So, ond whet vith Gold's scmi-retire-
aent, the suggested symposiun an pre
&diting geams tc hawvae lost its point.
thet only leaves Goldemith, who is
starting off with a2 clean sheet, mnd
well. aywey we cnly h~d one contrib-
v*icm. Thenk you, Len iloffntt, and
'\pologion.)




Colin f'reerinn, «Ard 3, Sccticn Bmks Hegpital, Rpley Rd.,
Knareabcrxcugh, Yerks. =+= why & you print
the nies cf pecple who wend lcttera tc you wh-n ycu d:n't
print ony extrrncts fmo the letters? 1 should innging tAat
nost of your renders will appreciats the fuet thet all latt=
era oren't suitnble for publishing, and tould-b¢ o rrespond-
ents w1l surely derive snall ansolaticn frem secing thar Bent
nes in print in lia1 of thair lettors. It's almcst like scying, ~oe Whans
"ile'va hed = letter fron Chnrlie Bey. It ism't g .d encugh to publish,
but & ere printing his nume¢ and ndarvss as & c:nsclution prize.".....Sorry this
leticr ia g~ eritieal, Wt y-u st be getting bored with all the ocouplinents thot
koep cming your wiy. ¢Curicualy, mc. Ner d-es the fect that 2 letter ien't ;ub-
ligned racn thet it wnan't good, merely that it wasn't suitable =r evan intended
for publicnticn. Comments on the cagazine itaclf are of intense intorest tz the
odit:re ~nd aontr tutcrs md just 8s waelecme as rublisheble letters, ond o give
thc ntmcs md sddresses ~f the pecple whr arite than as mn indication of our 2pp-
rocintion, s thet thay will get fmzines from other edit:ra.)

3 slen *lna, 2715 Yale Staticn, New Hwven, Corm. =—+= Loot timo I

think I uscd an cld Sturgecn st-ry &8s on axxmnlao t:
naze 2 acricua statemunt that af wign't w rth making serious
atatcoonts about; this time 1'11 usc 8 fairly recant Sturgecn
st-1ry, "Thc wen tihe L-at The Sen", ruprinted in The Best _meriean
Short Stcries 1960. It didn't belong there, ~nd cluost no st

O wer dres, frr @d reassn. The Sturgesn story ployes nicely with
w.Ida md time-aeynances, mixes in g . d bits of atruo-sf-em-
sci~usneasz and mthe rena-n-yuang-kid materinl, nll claucnta
vhich tho pRinatrean writers cverwirked years ogn, md oll thia

stmined virtucaity leads =nly t- the rvider's exrlamticn At tha and, "3y Ga rege!
anrther 1 vs bmn- Bars story!" Thia cnc nay be mrre ;vintless th~n most present
'qurlity' af; tut even in the stories which avran't pcintless but oight hawve scme
literray values, the seienco fictin aontait is alwst withcut oxecption it
cgeet, shich in tuin is d ther wnnieoseary work for writor wnd recdor or élsc
diutmots b th writer md reader fiim devel-ping tho true aubatnce of the story.
I'ec cparating -f arurse under the nasmmyptizn that sf shculd be judiod by liter-
ory stondnrds. :erhms, os I think yu sugeested, it shauld be judzed by ~thar
ctmdnrde—hut the grvunds between jure blacd-~nud-tinmder =nd the ovocntiens of
larrn cheracter vhich distingnish '"gocd" liternture are nost unongy grounds indoed.
{fruo, tut th:se are the grvunds of the = i
‘quality' aotective stoxy, nit sf, 7 \
Thy naurvtienlly intwgiective
wvcentions ef character which /(‘-
di stinguish present mAinaliyn
litecrature are & ~wmps:utivoly
rccent developmairt. The Graek
tregudy fcr instance was oon-
canai with the atruggle ~f lan
ogninat his aivirnmant ( the
Fatea) mnd that ghcould be the
ccncem of' af, n-t lan's struge- -1y
lc agninst lan, I feel thoe best |
urinstrem point-cf-departur:
for sf ig the swid-d: ame: tory
asomeach of f21 instance Stow- -|I
nyt's 'Stoms' and 'rire'.)

D5 e, WE'VE MET THE RUENS...
. " AND ONE OF THEM & TRITING
SN\ SMITHERS BACK TO MEET THE (R

CHIEF cvpo | THINKE . (. o ¥




wmick Znrris, Carclin, Lake ave,, Roinham, Essex =+= It doesn't sean to hove accurr-
ed tc you & icn that the Vast Readershi; doesn't hove the slightest

intmtion of ignonng ycu, hut just dcesn't hrve time to cooment beforc tho next
issuc tmds ontc the doomat. It'as all very well for you people who cen roed without
hawing to run ycur index finger along the lines, cor fer th:t dcdgy crewd lixc Sent-
cliffa vho get awey with things like: "“G:sh, another 500 rage issuc. Thot's the beat
covar cl' hArtmr hes dome yet and it runinds me of smmething that hoprened to oy
brotner Elmer who got crught up in his fleggle togelc only 1nst wedk. It A1l oo
ed thiswey,...." e

I thought it was @ shocking thing t: drop the letter
oclum mad it's nct the lenst bit of g--d & :ffer
weird excuses like "Please, nobcdy wrote t> us." Since
whan hns that mnde the slighteat diffarence tc Hy;phen?
I cen remembur the g lden diy s vhin the mng wes real-
ly cdited -nd eny lcttera thet =meren't uy & stondard
vere pmm?tly rcwrittan until thgy were. and, in a real
enargency, surely sanebedy c-uld have given Gosrge—all-
Tho-'2y £ fresh erayon end scma mere wrapping paper?

...1 hnve been tugy. This idea of buying 2 1little
ncst ia more camplicatud than I thcught. It will all cne right in the and. wut
that's moru an aceccunt of the Barris luck and the h:otshot lawyer (I think he tust
be Xyle's uncla, he'a tiet goed) I reteinad than bocouse of the Hamds businean
sengu, First off tha hcuaee was gring up bomatifully. Suc wnd I visitwd it overy
weckend rnd liked it mere cach time. Then, when it wus almest e aplcted, we found
the smllpnporers tugy jutting up horrible shects full of ccbbaga roscs in tho dn-
ing ro-n instond of the contemporery pelychrepatic lightning fleshes thot old
culture? mc bed chcsan.

"Stop tha pressing," I smid. "You hiwe gotten the wrong proer, nate,"

"Ruffink to do with ne, t:sh., Bctter acc the forcmen,™

‘o find thc feromen, "Ureng poper? No puv, never glapped up tas wrong phper in
25 ycoxa."

Ho guta the bok cut. "41 Sterr Gardans, yorse, pclychrmatiec lightning. 45 Sturr
Gerdena rosc garlmds with fcate:ns. Spect ycu've ght the wreng houso, guv,”

and W bad tc . It may sewn doft—211 ricdht, it ig deft—but vion yu'vao only
gct ¢ gnall nap amd & vory large field it's hara tc aspot the cxact jpiceca thot bo-
lengs © yru nnd wo had becn cloining ownership t- the next vair of sani-dutndicds
instend of the right cnea. Inastund of this levaly bruse (murnd only by the flerel
crt) all wi hod wes (ana this is the honeat truth) half 2 bemb crator on vhich
thcy hedn't ovan stnrtad wodk,

ve'ro getting merriad on Sy tembor 9th and until then I ginll be koondng: ry Sing-
cra cr-sscd hoping 1'11 hrve o thresh:ld in tioe o carry the bdde acroas. T shall
lack o right Chorlie it if accan't ocne =ff, we'rs n't ging on a hengme-n—:10
d-ugh loft—ena if the heusc ian't rendy it will be dther :y mother's, e noth-
er's or the Selvetisn amy Bostel. (Hew about Oblique E-use?} 1 sh~11 :hm for
the lettor ag long as they den't expect me t: gut up for skilly
in tho pemings but I'm 2 little worricd in elac the, er,
nights of cmmbial hliss aren't up tc the girl's
cxpocttiong in such surr.undinga. after all,
how o en I 1lctk all siave, mophistieated
ond remmtic in oy new black md 2 mnge
+¥3~n0e whan we have goue picus caf

in thc next cubinle hnllering "Fight \ )
the G:~d Fight" just at the wr:ng ; \\
m-oaant? \\ 3e

Plocse do not answer thig questicn. e




donrld Freanan, AS43 Fabonde .vc., N.Hallymaul, CAl{farmia
“hom Perxy, 1130 Gerficld St., Linmln 2, lebroaka
wcg Emary, 93 Hadodk St., St.Thomts, Ontario

acn rotter, Roydon t'ill Camvan Centre, Roydan, Esgex =+=

It wig nice to seo Ellik in E. I read laat week
in on¢ of thosc dretdfully author tative ooocks about whet to
do vdth your baby, thar very young children hitemata rother
then sloep. This grve us the brignt idec of getiing Keren e
suprly of muts to kcep her quict during the nignt, instecd of
gctting up to fecd hor. e are giving it = try, ~nd st the firut sign of o bushy
tail, E1llik con sign the aprrorriata merringe contract right awey. I offar - doviry
of o pound of sugard almonds, // I like your own af reviews tut oh. rlcs, how I
niss #icrotcmo. §ie toc.)

RS Ron Bermett, 7 Southw:iyy, _rthurs .wve., Harrogote, Yorka.
L Don <llen, 12 Briar Edge, Forest Eall, Newcosgtle on Tyme
Dick Schultz, 19159 Helen, Detroit, :‘ichigm
Bob Smith, 1 Tioor St., tuckajunyal, Victorir, .ustrilic
‘arvin Lingfield Jr., Gemernd Delivery, illiomsiurg, Va,
Diex Ryun, 116 Tdird St. NI, wnshington 2, DC

\\ “Rick Snery, 2962 Sunte .na St., South Gote, Crlifomiz
NG o+= You mike it very h::rd to rest on one's
- \lvmnels. It i3 bad emugh gutting n stock of fz from neos
% ‘M\I never heard of. lhere they set, gnthering dust rnd &gv-
irc ne © guilt complex. But I eould alwuys tell cyself thet as lang 2z I ;pt the
"feiww good ones’ it didn't m:tter, Thome young sprats would grow up thinking me tn
ungr~teful snob, but I cculd rest content thot I wes safe with o fov old tiicrs
vho clso had sean better diuyas amd were content to bring out nn cpyurl nowv ~nd then.
I'd rocoive tho fmz in June, -rd ccment on it ~nd wish then o Xerry Christmna ot

eismSSking ., T T Ay TCORGEATUIATIONS i1 TH TE PERTIRT N
Iigt now you've acqg:lmd OF YoOUR LETIER i ourR FANZING, you ARE

2 Leanlay, md started pub- NOW A MEMPER OF CoMICP ook FuNDOM..--

lishing just as if thisg

Wedr you({ UMAFOR M WITH o
w8 ycur first fandon. Bi- PRIDE.,.
nonthly... How cen 1 kesp
up? I'11 hove to double
my output. For th: hebit
is upon me, and I'll get
tke twitchea in the fing-
cro if I don't cor=ent...

Regerding your Jaminry
cidtoricl, I believe much
of the current tmuble iy
the editors,. .Certrinly
cenpbell is to bleme for
~g{'s deelinc. He night
h~ve to my from hacks
liko Gurrott, but ag leng
As ho has tc tell hin the
lots to use he could
sugxost gocd onoa, aa he
oancc did...I do thirk the
eaitors have becn ahdrking
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thid r share c¢f the bleme for thao mesa we'rg in

4@t I suggest you try to get some metorial out of Don allen? His lottor in the
drfseh issue laf't mo breatniegs,

The thought of Harrig zarrying at last fills me with a touch of srdness. Ed Cox
78 marvied last month. So wes art Rapy. €So, incidentadly, was Brien Verlay. The
tigmisti) The old &g 18 going, one by =<ne. Oh, I'm not ons of those sour-gm:.e
brchelors. I'n ell for getting nnrried...especially to @irla,..it's Mgt that it ig
rother s59d being one of tho last single men of Sth Fandom. I'm mpidly tuming into
Just an gld bachelor. Fout—e—ond I can't offord to wxk my way up tc baing on evil
cld non,

e baquotes..."On our wedaing night ny husbond rroposed something that even my
oW tixther wouldn't have dong” has to bu soid by 2 wommn..,ond ndslaine is the
only :"wnlo listed in the crodita. Having peinted thig cut, I will not asl: e ob-
vious question. Cout it locks like I'd better mowar it before I got Yaws Of The
vorld reorters on ny dcoratep. 1t waan't Fngtleine, it was Jmues Thurber in his

now pley.
Eorxy hemer, 423 Sucdt r O T - \
ave., Hrgerstown, id.o4e RECEWED Youer FANZINE

Larn Grennell's neoteg - - PLERSE DRWVE THIS Theaugw
on lowns brought o mind YouR HEART | J
the tino last sucmer 1 .
attmdod o peeting call- >
e by tho cgricunlturnl I
et to congider lawng
md their problems. I =
loomed hew termble the =
lrmr problar is. I hed
wdorstoed ebeut erab
ércss ond dondelion and
ainilar oovicus trcube
lea, mut thig neeting
oxgleined how mmy other
ovful things grow in
lawna, unsusjected by
2085t peraans beetuse thyy
con't ba distinguished
freo true gmas exccpt
by oxperts. You may think
You hrve a asplendid ex-
rlnse of gmss vhile
retunlly your gmas ia
belng atrangled and ycu
0y have this awful sit-
uttion 2round the houge a
until your dying day and
nwear renligu it until *
sonc halrfal expert points . _ﬁTDM
it cut to you. E £

Y2u atill hawe the fineat letter section in fandm. I can envigion it amc dry
e dloping off by itself ne the one in Imaginaticn did so meny YEErs 2pm, i we're
2l to: old end fechle to mlieit materdsl far o regalas full-fledged frazine. €I
Lrink Byphen pay be wolving in the reverse direction to Vo' ofter 211 it started
ofi aa the letter secction of Slent, ond I rorenber an argument we hed wih Clmck
about chenging the nme fiom Inclinations.)




Les Gerber, 201 Linden Koulevard, Eroaklyn 26, NY =+= I once drove in a large Chrys-

ler vhich had been lent to Larry Shew far e weckend., That car had the
most useless back seat (ama front seat) I've wer seen; toth wero divided by large
iomovable amrests into movic-theatre-like seats. The stupid oc2r vams fflled =ith
absurd gedgets such ag a motor to chang: the pogition of the reer vicy cirror, and
it cost about #5000, yet it muld seat o:ly four people ana <ns utterly uscless for
dete purposea. Chude should stick to hig anglia, €I think you underestim:tc the
Corysl cr Corporntion, lca. Those movis type acats :md the pcriscopo-1ike rear view
A rror lfad mc to the onclusion thst thc coar wes desi gned for v%ycurs in drive~in
anaubg, \

£cte Grsham, 233 W.13 St., New York 11 =+=
The lettars mrc very finec; I
think I would rather cakc the letter @l-
uwm of B more than getting an article in
Amost ony fhz I cm think of (that's s
phrasc rcplite with sexual syobolism, but
I defy atom to & a eartcen of ny ass=ult-
ing a lsticr-col or roping & funzine) hut
that linds a stilted quality to oy 14t wrs,
I thirk. I'd g on fron here to speek of
perheps uming atilts to gt aown off oy
high borse tut I think you get the veint:
besidcs, than atea ¥culd do a smashing
crtoon which woulé make me lock as silly
es I prchetly eg,

Dick Fllington, 2162 Rillside ive., walmut
Creek, Califomia. Gregg Celkinna, 1484 E.
17th South, 3alt lLake City 5, Utzh. liike
seclnemey, 81 Ivy Lrive, ieridan, Comn.

Roy Tackett, LSgt., USiC. EHS-1 (Core. ),
§WHG-1, 1at 2L, MNFPae, cfo
f¥0, Sm Frmcisco, Calif. €.11 right, nou
swe hwe your SUT phene mmber: vhat's your
adaress?} BoSh tcused. ih, the old wor
flica. Ghod! I feel at ties I'c oet ting
old. :nother of the drmrtic ascenes in
; thoge filra alvicys came after tho nttle
W25 sver and the survivors hnd retumud to their basc. The hepny eraefroc crew
vould bo chown in the locel berhall celibrating their great victory in hoving viped
out the entire Germmen air Force for the third tine in a month, Berlly living it up
*ith much laughter md pinching of barmrd da (off smiera of course). 1% cqindren
leader would enter with a sclan expression «nd walk tn the ber, 4t thiae tine there
would be saversl shouts of "#here's gocd o)}' RI117". The SL would then resch nercas
the bar and tum gcd ol Bill's beer mmg upside down md we a1l knew tast grod 'cl
Hi1. hed wught his ticket. & hush wuld settle cver the barryn md the nest scene
vculd show the squedron wiping cut the entire Germmm Air Forea for good ol! BRill,
shis was usunlly done with the iromsparent imoge of good ol' BRI superimposed cver
the action miling his sppIoval. e

Zdith Cerr, 3 Orchara St., Canbrddge 40, ifass., USa ‘j”]
Cnris miller, 4. wheatclose fd., Berrow-in-rumess, Lanca.
~-cnic hercer, 434/4 Newark Ra., North Hykebam, Lineoln, nglend
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: TH=Y NEITHER DI= KOR FALS L&Y, troge

b Yoliaw o™ 1 4y — they simply hide

. bakind the curtain for ¢ mmbor of yoars

_awiting thois re-entrance cuc., Somoone
ust have flashed the cuc. Rot tho movie

* Irarkenateins, of coursc, but the old-time

ferc wa~ secmed to vanigh forevar back

there in the miaty dawn only tc rooppear
é/ u C ‘ e E mcat wnexpectedly. Twe of tham jumped
: cut 4% a0 rceuntly with thedr hoory "Bootat"
nd I wean't cven frightaned. (Ercbahly
beenuse I'a cdt,) Oddly enough, both of them included the soma question in theix
opaing reeerkal did I ranaobor Dogler?

I did, ena I algs renccbered thas,

In & striet 8anse, Sully Hoberds had not varishoed focm ne. . Sully is ¢ acvie pro-
Jectionist who sonetimes woxks in the Hcenington thea=es ond scnotizes spands
oontha or yotrs wandering arcund the Scuthwess and Moxdeo. last spring he cac Lo
to wrk o drive-in oovie; this winter bg is ®orking in the aqu theatre wdth no,
“nen I diacovered that ho 8till retnined & wirste intexes® in tho fandon wo know
fad love, I fell into the habit o p2asing along my [frnzinea for hin to rcnd, (Be
seens to dote on baheoldalk,) But when I cheerfully evggostad that he begin publigh-
ing acain, I was net by & scowl and & raised crabrew. (Try taoat ono before & nirm-
or.) Like Walter Bruem and Lea Nirenberg, his oxisience ia/sas doubted by nany;
oost of fandom assumed hin t- be another Tucker prazionym “ut o of the aged ones
fron that era (1938-1940) have met him and ctn awear & torrible oath thet ho ig
real, Wwollhein, Michel, Dick wllecn, Korahek, Aeinshers, !leyer, Banling, tho Dedcer
Dillios and perhaps othera have met hin,

lly was & great hand with a mneogreph eronlz,  He eramked ot irrmerable igo-
ucs of Le Zenbio , plua the tw: or thrve Year::cke of +ha ting, olus hds cun rag-
azinos called Science FMetion Esquire =i1d Sedmnec Flosion Ibatteir, 1t esllaborated
<n 8 king-gi 2ed eatch-al) fanzinc ealled Nove end 1834 vag* plmms = g into tho
fanzine subscription radcet with Jets blasting; we didn'% reslise until letor that
the first issue (May 1939) was als. the last, Sully’s clein % obscure formish famo
wag his reccrded fanzine: he published the “ne-and--nly iosue of tha one-and-only



record zine, & 78 dise containing tuaic, news notes end a brief article, I ws
tho norrator, and 1 believe 1 have the only copy of this achievament, I don't know
wict ever happencd to thc check R.i, Swisher sent for a subscription, but I do krnow
that Swisher vrote plaintive motes for nontha afterward asking for his rooords or
tho ratum of hiag cheek. i ;

- lato in 1939 a gaggle of fana fram Cnicago swoaped down on us with the nows that
they had gone to New York and captured the next comvention for Chicazo. Thay corm~
ed us — let's face it. They commed us into co—gponsoring Chiocon I, anéd Sully vwes
named editor of The Illini Fantagy Fietioneer (a forerumer of tho Progross Reperts. )
4 photograph of Sully, Korshak, Reinsberg and myself appeara on the cover cf tho
July 1940 Le Zombie. This phcto represented & pro-convention conforence and the
sotting wag scmewhat proyhetic of the following concluves the four of un were
perched in the open doorvay of a oountry cuthousge.

Sully never attended the con; the pre-convention antica of same of the co-gpon-
seras washed him up, and although he faithfully crenked ocut the required four issues
of the riotioneer, he soon quit, Shortly thereafter the amy swellowed him up and
be a3 away for four or five yeara,

But hare he is, twenty years later, reading fanzines again.

The second Frankenstein to jump out ut me was Jon allen, of Detroit, a quiet-type
irings fan who had subbed to Le Zombie in 1939 and 1940. 4llen wes the fan vio
‘&3 suppoased to supply LeZ with its very first con report: he was going to Iew Yoxk
to attend Sykora's ball in 1939 and arrengements were made for nim to ainr-ceil me
the word on that affair. He went to New York all right, but New York muat have
robbed him of his last few permies becmuse the con report never arrived, eand in-
stead I printed news fumighed by Roinsberg and cribbed from other frmzines,

I suspect Degler was :llen's undoing.

-llen had read about the many fabulous Slan Shack gatherings of that doy, and
cxpressed a desire to attend. In roply I told hin that invitationa weren't ncecss—
ary - juast get up and go. The Slan Shack wockands were improoptu affeirs and any-
vhore from six to twinty fans could be expectod to walk in just any tinmo. = llhaio
dropped in onec while touring the country, as did Speor while caking a cross-country
trip; vhile local fans (meaning thosc in the ncighbouring states) conc all tho tizc.
(Incgineg, if you can, twenty or twemty-five noigy fans dropping in on you and your
vife and saying, "ell, herc we are, feed us and slegp us — wo gotta cotch a train
noxt donday,") But alas, All nover mad. it to the Slan Shack, and later I
thought I disccvered why.

In those smme years good old Claude wns foraver paking grand tours of fandon,
dropping in uninvited and unannrunced at every farmigh address he could find,
tusily orgenising (or attempting to organise) still another cell of the Cogic
Circle. The gropevine passed down the word that Clmude hit Detroit like 2 oyclone,

and that ell Michigan fandon was plunged into war, I suspect allen viewed hiz= vith
alam,

a few weeks ngo 1 had a letter from Jon allen, aaking if I renenbered Degler
and 3sidng oy opinion on sonething called "First Fadon." I attech no gpecicl
significance to the juxtaposition of the two items, 25
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HYiHFN 29, Septezber 1961
A Willis & Dr,I.ilcsuloy
170 Uprer N'ardy Rd.,
Bclfeut 4, N.Ireland

1 ADNTED LATTE

(Reduced Rate)

5a»)esclroppmqs

IT XAY NOT BRDIG BACK !X SENSE OF WWNIER,
BUT IT MadES LE FEGMEER WHAT IT \iLS LOE
70 BiVE ONE....THE RUSSIAX FOOLS VH=RE
ANGLES FEiR TO THEaD....TEE ONES WITH THE
TESTH LuRKS LAE HuRD CENTRES....NO I YON'T
STOP SIOKING, I'LL SFX YOU INH.LLE FIRST..
. HERE 4GLIN HE BAS BIOUN L i=RNEL OF
TRFTH INTO 4 SORT OF TNTFLLTOTLLY. PUFFED
RICE....THE ONE BuCH DPISCE I LSLRVED MLDE
LE FESL I vAS BZING RECE.TZILY HIT ¥ TH:
HE4D WITH 4 TE.SPOCKN....STr. YOU'RE BURN-
ING OUT LY MIND .ITH 4LL THESE MNEW OON-
CETS.....FIRST THERE LS = m =
FIRE, THEN THE WHEEL, 4§D & X)
THEN THE SuGHETIT EXTRID-
ER.....THINK OF H)v LUCH
SCONER THE WEST \OULD BV 3
BN PIONEARED IF THE G- 5570
OF WHEELS HaD GONE RODND

THE RIGHT WuY....X wauS i TEANAGE LDOLESC-
ENT.....TEE SIRST THING TO 10 E:l7 LR
BREAKS CUT IS KILL YOUR WELREST POLITIC-
1:N....SHE THINKS SHE'S GOT HYTOCHONDRL:
BUT SHE RE.LLY Y.SH'T.....IE.TH IS JUST
RaTUEE'S waY OF TRLLING US 70 SLOV IOW..
«+..E HaVE KFeT THZ OLD STLIIGD GLLSS

«INLOW IN CuSE YOU'D LIKE TO IUT YOUR

FOOT THROUSH IT.....~LL I FOPE IS THLT

= & WHEN THE LLST THAD IS CLLLED
% I' ECLDING I7,....IMS L CUSI-
~ D\ OM INSTALLLTION—I CUSSED IT

v UE uND DOWN HER I LS :UTTING
IT IN.....%E :ZNT THE ST AN-
v " TRoLoGY T0 FUR on THE OOFFEE
[ { EILAHLE"OGIV&TEMS:TEAT
LIVED-IN 10CK.,..IT SEZS m

AGEB SINCE I HaD 4 OOPY OF SLLKT...

THINK I'LL O:ZN & LINGERIE R.CTORY ..un
TURN QUT FIUDLLN SLIT'S... .. FORT 7SS IS

A FRULE FORD.....wE'RE JWVING i BED SuT
U IR THE VESIRY.... IS0 T2 CERIs Idi-
LER POSPCARD GHASTLY-—— i “OLE:x OAFORD
KEEF 1GSING THE KCaT :iCE....INIRY TDIE WE
START TO DISCUSS STORY IIZaS I ZRINGS IH
CLOBULAR :DURDS OF DESINE. . .STRICTLY BE-
TeE=N ME, YOU ARD THAY ALGLAT VIR THZL
don thorpson, BoSh, ian ='adcy, wa 6,
joul anderscn, dedie ~dth, dicl: achmltz,
janes wbhite, dozn gromicil, m™ll ecarr, ea-
iti carr, ken slater, sungy vidz, riech
bn:wn, chud: harris, atan 35,
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